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Christmas: Living Christ’s Message of Love

The good will that permeates the Christmas season is living proof that Christ’s message of love has not only survived over the past 2,000 years but also has flourished. His birth is a celebration of our personal salvation; His life is a model of how to live ours; and His joy continues to fill our world, even if it is not always immediately visible.

With good will in abundance, Advent is a time of hope. For while December is the end of the secular-calendar year, it is the beginning of the Church year, a time of renewal. Let us enter this new year with a commitment to renew our relationship with God and with one another. Let us bring God into our every day. Let us remember that kind words and actions create their own momentum, and let us strive to offer them more often. And, knowing that our blessings are given to us in trust, let us return a portion of them to God.

Advent 2007 is also the beginning of the Archdiocese of Boston’s Bicentennial Year. In 1808, Boston was elevated to diocesan status. The Church of the Holy Cross became a cathedral, and Father Jean Louis Lefebvre de Cheverus became the first bishop of Boston. Under the theme, “Journey Together in Christ,” the Archdiocese will be celebrating the Bicentennial throughout the year. “Each day will present an opportunity to celebrate the call to follow Christ and be a sign of His love to our brothers and sisters,” said Cardinal Seán. “Please know that you are most welcome to join us on this journey of faith.” For more information about Bicentennial events, I encourage you to visit the Bicentennial web site: www.boston200.org.

May the joy and good will of Christmas be with you throughout the coming year as you continue to live Christ’s message of love.

