Pastor’s Corner 

September 2008

September is here. For most of us, the start of the school year is our cue to switch from vacation mode to down-to-business mode. Our Rolling Ministry Fair is in full down-to-business mode, and this would be a great time to consider where your spiritual compass is calling you. This month, we highlight our Marriage Preparation Program and S.T.A.M.P.
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Share Your Wisdom in the Marriage Preparation Program

Whether you’ve been married for one year or 50, you have something to offer the engaged couples who attend our Marriage Preparation Program. Each spring, our volunteer team of married couples spends a day leading discussions on communication, finances, sex and sexuality, parenting and spirituality. Parishioners Carol and Chris Neville have been discussion leaders for the past seven or eight years and recently agreed to coordinate. “It’s very beneficial for engaged couples,” Carol said. “The talks raise questions they may not have thought of.”

It’s not just the engaged couples who benefit. Carol and Chris have been married 28 years and have four grown children, but Carol says they have gained from the yearly event. “It does make you take a step back and think about your marriage and how you deal with different crises and issues that come up in your relationship,” she said.

The Marriage Preparation Program is looking for additional discussion leaders for this one-day program in the spring. If you’re a married couple in the parish, won’t you think about sharing the benefit of your life experience? Call the parish office at 978-658-4665.

Put Your Stamp on S.T.A.M.P.

You’ve heard about the annual dance to raise funds, and you’ve read some of the stories of the trips to Kentucky and Biloxi. Wouldn’t you like to be part of S.T.A.M.P.? Every year since 1999, the St. Thomas Appalachian Mountain Program has sent volunteers to places that need help building homes. In October 2007, the group went to Biloxi, Mississippi, still suffering from the damage done by Hurricane Katrina, and spent a week installing electrical wiring, painting, putting in new windows, installing kitchen cabinets, building a deck and reconnecting water service. 

“You look at these people who have nothing, and you know it is the faith-based groups that are lending a hand,” said Deacon Cliff King, who went on the October trip. “It’s a powerful feeling of accomplishment. Nothing gets done in the Body of Christ unless we’re willing to add our arms and legs.”

While the parish is blessed with folks who have expertise in plumbing, electrical and building, you don’t need those skills to participate. Your willingness to help is enough. For more information, contact Agnes Fiumara at 978-657-6062.

