Pastor’s Corner 

April 2010

Dear Friends,

Over the past several weeks, our Religious Education staff has been busy registering students for next year’s classes. The last day to register is May 17, so, if you have not yet registered your child, I encourage you to do so as soon as possible. The process is easy. Most families will have received the registration form in the mail. The form takes only a few moments to fill out. If your child was baptized at St. Thomas, there is no need to produce a baptismal certificate. 
If your child has stopped coming to religious-education classes, please know he or she is more than welcome to return. We’ll work out a program of make-up lessons to help your child get back on track. Also, if you know of a parish family that is not currently participating in the program, please let them know registration is going on now.
How does the St. Thomas Religious Education program benefit you and your family? Think of our staff and volunteers as one part of a team dedicated to guiding your child in faith formation. We provide the classroom structure and knowledge of effective religious-education materials. You, the parents, are the other part of the team. You provide at-home support, reviewing weekly lessons and serving as the primary role model for living the Catholic faith.

Faith formation is a life-long process. It begins simply enough with our students coming to understand that God loves them. It continues as they receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion, learn to develop a strong prayer life, and deepen their knowledge of our faith. By the time they receive Confirmation in grade 10, we hope they have developed a relationship with God and community, that they are committed to ministry and that they demonstrate their faith through good works.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff, led by Director of Religious Education Marilyn Mandosa; our many volunteers; and you, our parents, for taking on the important work of guiding our young people in faith formation.
If you have any questions about religious education at St. Thomas, please contact the Religious Education Office at 978-658-6040, religiouseducation@StThomasVillanova.com. 
May God Bless,

[Fr. Earley signature]
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