Pastor’s Corner 

June 2010

Dear Friends,

One of the June Gospel readings is from Luke 9, the story of the loaves and fishes:

“Then taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to 
heaven, he said the blessing over them, broke them, and gave them 
to the disciples to set before the crowd. They all ate and were satisfied.”

Luke 9: 16–17

The Gospel recounts this miracle, reminding us of God’s great love for us. But it also presents us with an opportunity to ask the question, how do we turn our blessings, meager though they may sometimes seem, into bounty? How do we make the most of what we have? Whether through our work, relationships or personal growth, we have the opportunity to multiply the good in our lives.

At Work: As a member of the clergy, I am used to the idea that my work is God’s work. But so is yours. If you are an accountant, you are helping people by providing expertise on how to manage their finances to provide for their families. A trash collector makes it possible for us to keep our homes clean. Technology workers facilitate advances in medical procedures and communications. Whatever your job is, do it well. Inspire others to do their jobs well, and you will multiply the good in every life they touch.

In Relationships: When we see the conflict around the world, it is natural to wonder how people can behave the way they do. And yet, we all have conflict in our relationships. Small kindnesses can not only lessen that conflict, they can also help create a spirit of generosity in others. Focus on the positive aspects of your relationships. Seek out and respond to good intentions. Give someone a second chance. Then watch generosity grow.

Through Personal Growth: How often do we have the impulse to help someone—volunteer for a charity, visit an elderly neighbor—but allow the tasks of everyday life to keep us from acting on that positive impulse? Let’s take those moments of enthusiasm for others and grow them into a way of life. When we practice compassion, our compassion grows. Giving to others can become a good habit.
Let’s make the most of who we are. When we do, we will multiply the good in our lives and be satisfied by the nourishment it brings.

May God Bless,
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