Pastor’s Corner 

July 2008

Relax, Reflect, Regenerate

It doesn’t get much better than July. Sunshine, time off from work, daylight late into the evening and the feeling that everything can wait just a bit longer than normally—it’s a special time of year. Here at the parish, we have gone to summer hours for the rectory, and the Religious Education Office is closed until August 4. Time to take a breath. 

We are also suspending the Ongoing Ministry Fair for July. I hope you have been enjoying learning about our ministries and have been inspired to participate in one or more. From March through June, we have heard presentations from eight different groups. Here’s a recap of what we’ve learned to date:

· The Video Ministry tapes the St. Thomas Mass for broadcast so that parishioners who cannot come to the church are able to stay connected with the parish;

· The Hospitality Ministry is helping to build the St. Thomas community;

· The Parish Pastoral Council is looking at ways to improve communication among the various ministries and to learn more about parishioners’ interests and issues;

· The Women’s Club raises funds for charitable purposes but also provides a social environment and a welcome respite from hectic lives;

· Religious Education volunteers, not only pass on the faith through instruction, but also serve as role models of what it means to live a faith-filled life;

· The Knights of Columbus are guided by four tenets, charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism, and are committed to community at every level; 

· The Outreach Ministry organizes events such as the Christmas Giving Tree, outings to My Brother’s Table to serve meals, and the Lenten Gospel Program;

· The Charities Committee runs a monthly food collection and a clothing and household-goods drive;

· The Music Ministry provides members of our two choirs (youth and adult) one of the most joyful ways to participate in the Liturgy.
I hope you take the time to enjoy God’s gifts of summer, to relax, reflect and regenerate. And then I hope you dedicate some of that new energy to finding your spiritual compass and working with one of the many ministries we’re learning more about as part of our Ongoing Ministry Fair.
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