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Celebrate the Vocation of Marriage

Our celebration of World Marriage Day will take place in the parish on Saturday, February 9. At the 5:00 Mass, couples will be invited to celebrate love and renew their vows. After Mass, wine and hors d’oeuvres will be served downstairs. 

Why is it important to set aside time to celebrate marriage? Because so much of society depends upon making marriages work, and the challenges married couples face today are more difficult than ever. To help us reflect upon this subject, we turned to some of the folks who work in our Marriage Ministry. 

“I think in our time, when we have a greater than 50 percent crisis rate in marriage, we need to find a time to dedicate to love,” said Deacon Cliff King, who manages the parish Marriage Preparation Program. “Marriage and raising children are stressful and hectic, and sometimes that commitment has to be proclaimed.” 

Parishioners Doreen and Mike Champoux are part of the volunteer team that leads the discussions during the Marriage Preparation Program each spring. Married 11 years and parents of two children, ages 8 and 7, Doreen and Mike don’t claim to have the answers to making marriage work. But they do work hard at their own marriage and generously share their experience with engaged couples preparing to make the same commitment.

“I loved our own marriage preparation, which took place at St. Joseph Parish in Wakefield” said Doreen. “We were listening to this couple who had been married a year, and we thought, wow, there are so many little things couples go through that you don’t think about.” Doreen was moved by how the young couple spoke from their hearts and thought she would love to do the same for others.

In the program, Mike and Doreen lead the discussion around communication. (Other topics include finances, sex and sexuality, parenting and spirituality.) “I tell them that Mike and I are two different people, and we use real-life examples of communication challenges,” she said.

Both Doreen and Mike are adamant that their work in Marriage Preparation takes the form of a conversation, not a lecture. “The word ‘teach’ is not at all applicable to anything we do,” Mike said. “I reinforce that it’s not about trying to be perfect, reading a million self-help books. It’s about being clear with each other about expectations and the reality of life going forward. No one can tell you what will happen. But if you work together as a team, you’ll make it work.”

To all our married parishioners, please join us on February 9 to celebrate the vocation of marriage.

