Pastor’s Corner

September 2007

Reflecting Upon Parish Life
As we draw closer to the launch of our Grand Annual appeal in October, I would like to ask you to spend some time reflecting upon what our parish means to you, personally. We are all Catholics, sharing one faith, and certainly the Eucharist is at the center of our community. But additionally, we each have our own gifts and interests. I’d like you to think about specific aspects of parish life that you feel enhance other aspects of your life. For one person, that might be the opportunity to serve in a liturgical ministry. For another, perhaps it is participating in community-outreach work. Still others might find comfort in sharing time with friends and neighbors who share common values.

Why am I asking you to do this? Because your gift to the Grand Annual is critical to maintaining our parish life.

While you’re reflecting, you might want to take a look at some of the earlier Pastor’s Corner sections of this web site. (They’re all available under Archives.) We launched this web site in December of 2006 as a tool to help us live our baptismal call. It is designed to provide information and education, but I hope it also paints a picture of parish life. How inspirational it is to read about Ed and Ann Melanson who, after 44 years of marriage renewed their vows on World Marriage Day (January Pastor’s Corner), or about how Bob Troy and 17 other parishioners helped rescue a Biloxi bungalow that had been flooded to the ceiling by Hurricane Katrina (February Pastor’s Corner). 

Our parish community offers each of us so much. In the coming weeks, when you receive your Grand Annual request letter in the mail, I hope you will prayerfully consider what you are able to give to keep our community strong.
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