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The Gift of Community

Here in New England, we savor summer like the rare commodity it is. Long winters and inconsistent springs and autumns make summer precious. There is something liberating about tossing aside our overcoats and putting away our boots.

But mild weather isn’t the only thing we gain when the temperature rises. We also reconnect to community. In today’s world, it is easy to be isolated. We face computer screens instead of coworkers; we email instead of meeting; we even send abbreviated text messages rather than actually talking to someone on the phone. Summer brings us back to one another. We meet in walks around the neighborhood or while out for an evening ice cream. And that’s good. We weren’t meant to be isolated. God made us to be social beings.

Interdependence, that is, the necessity of relying on others, is not a burden; it is a gift. We pride ourselves on our self sufficiency. And certainly, we all want to make our place in this world. But needing others doesn’t detract from that. When we say to one another, I need your help, we are connecting, making each of us stronger.

So as you’re savoring that ice cream, savor also the realization that you are a part of something greater than yourself. You are a member of a community. And that is a great gift.
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