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The Parish-Wide Ministry of Religious Education

Religious education classes are now in session, supporting more than 1,100 students in their faith development. This year, 122 second-graders will make First Reconciliation (December 15) and First Communion (May 3 and 10). Our 106 10th-graders will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation when Bishop Emilio S. Allué, Regional Bishop of the Merrimack Region, visits on March 29.

Providing religious education for our young people is some of the most important work of a parish. Not only are we passing on the faith, but we are also grounding the next generation within a moral framework, creating a foundation for the decision-making they will face throughout their lives. When I say it is the work of the parish, I am not referring only to the staff and volunteers who work in the religious education program. Religious education is a ministry that belongs to all of us. Certainly it takes place in the classroom, but it also takes place in the home and in the community. 

In the Home: Parents are the primary educators. No matter how good the formal religious education program is, it cannot take the place of a home with God at the center. If you think back to your own childhood, you probably have much stronger memories of how your parents approached faith than of your classroom experiences. Discussions about God and Mass attendance will make your child’s formal lessons that much more meaningful. Your child will take your parental stamp of approval to heart.

In the Classroom: Our staff and volunteers meet the challenge of supporting faith development admirably. Some of our volunteer catechists have children in the program; others do not. These volunteers range in age from juniors in high school to grandparents. In addition to being there for classes, they attend training sessions and meetings and spend time preparing lessons. If you are a volunteer catechist, thank you for this great gift of time and talent.

In the Community: You might be surprised to know that, even if you are not volunteering in the religious education program, you are still contributing to the religious education of our parish young people. You set the example of what it means to be an adult Catholic. Be conscious of how your actions make an impact on them. Lead them, by receiving the sacraments, serving in ministry, supporting outreach programs and participating in parish social events. Let them see how you live the faith.

Religious education classes are in session, and that means we are all teachers.

